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First Part — Second chapter
FAILURE OF CONSERVATIVENESS
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The people who perform sacrificial fires say sev-
eral things in support of rituals, customs but Angira sage
says that such sacrificial fires, rituals are not stable,
they are very unstable. This is conservativeness, igno-
rance and it is not superior. Those who believe in this
kind of conservative methods and assume to be happy
go closer to death and misery every moment.

(What are the 18 types of actions mentioned under
yagna or sacrificial fire? Brahma, the person who chants
mantras, the person who performs the yagna and those
who give offerings in the sacrificial fire are part of yagna.
Each has three supporters each, in this way there are
total 16 people performing the yagna with four pairs.
Apart from these 16 the owner and his wife added make
it 18. This is about the universe. The sage says that the
actual yagna is taking place within the vital life energy,
in spirituality and the body. Mind replaces the Brahma
in this yagna and speech is in place of the mantras.
(Chandogya 4-15)

JTforEmaTT=R FAA: W R TS aHT: |
=T uiEta ger srne Semen gerer: usi

Ignorant people think themselves to be great priests
and learned men just like a blind person showing way to
another blind and falling at every step.
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People suffering from different kinds of ignorance,
lack intelligence even after growing big and feel proud
of accomplishing. They get so involved in their work
that they even do not know what they are doing. They
become sad due to their curiosity and get detached from
the world and degrade in their lives.
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Ignorant people consider fulfillment of desires, do-
nations, performing yagnas etc. as more important. They
think that they have done all good deeds, they do not
know anything superior to this. They have actually not
even done a fraction of the good deeds and reach a low
level because performing sacrificial fires etc. is not the
actual good deed.
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Who does actual good deed? The person who is calm,
who takes alms and leads a life in the forest under aus-
tere conditions and remains devoted becomes free from
all impurities and reaches the door where only people
of good qualities live.

Sun represents purity. Any other thing can contain
certain amount of impurity but not Sun. Those who be-
come pure physically, mentally and from within walk on
the path of supreme purity apart from sun. They reach
god with the help of this path. They do not have any
attachment for anything in the world. They are far from
yagna, donations and other acts of virtues (perceived)
remain attached to the world, they never become pure.
They are able to lead a worldly life but never obtain
nectar. In this context the Sun path can also mean up-
ward path or path of progress.

Chandogya describes about the paths of lords and
ancestors. Sun path is divine path. According to the
theologist, the heaven is in the north of earth. When the
sun moves to the north of the earth that period is con-
sidered to be auspicious for leaving this world (death).
It is believed that the soul reaches the heaven.
Upavasanti Aranye, means the spiritual people do not
go and live in forests but focus on the two centers of
Sahasrar chakra. As per the Upanishad 8-5-3, the mean-
ing of Aranyay has been explained as two oceans, namely

Ara and Nya.
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The happiness and comforts obtained from dona-
tions, sacrificial fires and other perceived good deeds
make the Brahmans develop detachment from worldly
affairs in their heart. They understand that actions can-
not produce anything. The things, which can be pro-
duced and destroyed, can only meet. Brahma is not pro-
duced, he cannot be destroyed. It is necessary to take
the shelter of gurus, learned men, lead a devoted life in

order to understand the non-produced Brahma.
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In this way when a person practices self-control and
contributes for the welfare of the society with calm mind
and devotion, he reaches god and then that learned per-
son can get the true knowledge and give the right ad-
vice to others.

To be continued....
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